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Dear friends, 

Welcome to our February Newsletter from www.bestdoggietips.com. In this newsletter, we have 

some new recipes for you, latest news, some great tips, and some weird and wonderful stories.  
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By the way, couldn't resist showing you a before and after shot of our dog Hamish after getting his 

summer coat trim. You wouldn't think it was the same dog ..... 

 

We hope you enjoy the newsletter. 

http://www.bestdoggietips.com/
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Recipe Section 

Diet Beef Mash 

Ingredients 

Equal parts: 

Beef (forequarter is good) 

Mashed potato 

Rice  

(so for a 15kg dog, portion sizes would be 150g of each) 

 

Directions to Make  

Boil the meat for about 30 minutes (depending on the quality of the meat – it should be slightly 

tough – not overcooked). Cut into smaller pieces suitable for your dog. 

Boil the rice (use 1/3rd rice to 2/3rd water) for 10 – 12 minutes. 

Boil the potatoes, drain (retain the water) and mash to a fairly thin consistency (only use the boiled 

water to thin out – not milk or cream). 

Mix all three together and serve warm. 

Note: this is a meal for dogs on a diet. It has a reduced protein, fat, carbohydrate and calorie content 

and is recommended for sick, old or obese dogs. If you wish, you can also add some root vegetables 

to the dish. 

Back to Contents List 
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News – Favourite Dog Breeds (American Kennel Club) 

New York, NY – Today the American Kennel Club® announced that the Bulldog, a popular sports 
team mascot and one of the most recognizable and iconic purebred dogs, has muscled its way into 
the 10th spot on the organization’s annual list of the most popular breeds in America according to 
2007 AKC® registration figures. The Labrador Retriever retains the title of “Top Dog”— a position it 
has now held for 17 consecutive years.   

“This is the first time the Bulldog has made it onto the top ten list since 1935,” said AKC 
spokesperson Lisa Peterson. “This breed appeals to a very wide range of dog lovers so it’s no 
surprise that it is a favourite amongst AKC’s 157 breeds. The Bulldog is both docile and adaptive, and 
can thrive in small or large homes. It’s an excellent all-around family pet.”  

2007 Most Popular Dogs in the U.S.  
1. Labrador Retriever  
2. Yorkshire Terrier  
3. German Shepherd Dog  
4. Golden Retriever  
5. Beagle  
6. Boxer  
7. Dachshund  
8. Poodle  
9. Shih Tzu  
10. Bulldog  

FRAUDULENT FIDOS 

Unfortunately the Bulldog’s popularity – and irresistible appearance as a puppy – is often taken 
advantage of. Earlier this year the AKC and the Better Business Bureau issued a warning about 
Internet scams that often used photos of Bulldog puppies to lure in victims. Commonly, the scammer 
—posing as a breeder— places an ad offering a free or inexpensive puppy and then requests via 
email that shipping fees be wired. After the money is sent, the dog never arrives and the scammer is 
never heard from again.  

“This is certainly not the only scam to be aware of, but it is a common one,” says Peterson. “Because 
of the emotional investment, consumers are more vulnerable to being taken advantage of when it 
comes to a cute, cuddly puppy than with any other purchase. Not only is it important to find the 
breed that’s right for your lifestyle, it’s just as important to take those extra steps and find a 
responsible breeder. A great resource is www.puppybuyerinfo.com.” 

PET PREFERENCES: TOP 50 CITIES 
The AKC looked at the Top 10 breeds in the nation’s 50 largest cities. Some highlights: 

 The Bulldog is most popular in Los Angeles where is it currently ranked 2nd right after the 
Lab.  

 Despite having one of the world’s most beloved and renowned Bulldogs as the mascot for its 
state college sports team – University of Georgia’s “Uga,” – Atlanta is one of the few cities in 
the nation that did not include the Bulldog in its Top 10.  

http://www.akc.org/reg/dogreg_stats.cfm
http://www.puppybuyerinfo.com/
http://www.akc.org/reg/topdogsbycity.cfm
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 The Poodle and Dachshund, who each once enjoyed the top spot in Manhattan (2006, 2005 
for the Poodle and 2004 for the Dachshund) now share a tie for 3rd place, ousted by 
America’s top choice, the Labrador Retriever.  

 Detroit, Knoxville, Miami, Honolulu and Orlando are the only cities that do not have the 
Labrador Retriever in the top spot. Detroit and Miami favor the German Shepherd, Orlando 
puts the Yorkie in 1st place, Honolulu the Golden Retriever and Knoxville the Boxer.  

 Salt Lake City is the only city to place the Shih Tzu in one of its top two spots. It moved from 
3rd in 2006 to 2nd in 2007.  

 The only cities to not have the Yorkie on their lists are Buffalo, Milwaukee and Des Moines. 
And, Des Moines had the most unique list of all 50 cities, considering that it shared only four 
dogs with the national Top 10.  

 The Miniature Schnauzer, which was displaced on the national list this year by the Bulldog, 
still claims top dog status in Oklahoma City where it ranks 3rd, higher than in any other U.S. 
city.  

 San Francisco and Los Angeles were the only cities in the nation to include the French 
Bulldog in their Top 10 lists.  

PET PREFERENCES: 1997– 2007 

Some of the most notable recent trends include: 

 The Miniature Schnauzer was bumped off the Top 10 list in 2007 to make room for the 
Bulldog.  

 The Yorkshire Terrier held steady in 2nd place, after making news last year by displacing the 
Golden Retriever and German Shepherd.  

 The Havanese, a small dog with a coat type that is a good choice for people with allergies, 
has enjoyed the greatest surge in popularity since 1997, increasing 994%. It now ranks as the 
37th most popular breed.  

 Other small dogs (under 20 lbs.) that have gained popularity in the past decade include the 
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel (+406%), the French Bulldog (+404%) and the Brussels Griffon 
(+157%).  

 Large dogs with notable increases are two Swiss breeds -- the Bernese Mountain Dog (+74%) 
and the Greater Swiss Mountain Dog (+127%) -- as well as the Wirehaired Pointing Griffon 
(+130%).  

 Breeds on the decline include the Rottweiler (-81%) and the Dalmatian (-96%). Many breeds 
of Asian origins are also waning in popularity: Chow Chows (-84%), Pekingese (-79%), Akitas 
(-76%), Lhasa Apso (-75%), Chinese Shar-Pei (-73%) and Shiba Inu (-38%).  

PET PREFERENCES: 1915 – TODAY  

The AKC has maintained registration statistics of AKC recognized breeds for nearly a century. Some 
highlights:  

 The Beagle is the only breed that has consistently been included in the Top 10 list since 
1915. It reigned as the most popular breed from 1954 to 1959.  

 Poodles enjoyed a long reign as the most popular dog for 23 years (1960–1982), the longest 
any breed has held that position consecutively.  

 Cocker Spaniels ranked number one from 1936-1953 (replaced by the Beagle in 1954). 
Cocker Spaniels made a comeback and were number one again from 1983-1990, making 
them the dog with the longest total reign in the top spot at 25 years.  
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 The Toy group has been steadily on the rise since the 1970’s, when it made up only 12% of 
the registry versus 23% today.  

 The Working group peaked in the 1990’s at 17%, most notably due to the Rottweiler being in 
the Top 10 at that time, including several years in 2nd place.  

Back to contents list 
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How to Puppy Proof Your Home 

By Brent Goodman 

Pet-Proof Now...Avoid Problems later 

Puppies have a tremendous amount of energy and natural curiosity, and they love to explore the 

world around them. This is part of what makes them so much fun, but it can also lead them into 

harmful situations. Before you bring your new puppy home, make sure you survey your home for 

potential dangers. In many ways, making your home safe for a puppy is similar to making your home 

safe for a toddler. The following tips are designed to help you keep your puppy safe. Many of the 

following warnings apply for adult dogs as well: 

Indoor Hazards 

 Know which plants are toxic and place them out of reach, or replace them with nontoxic 

plants. Toxic plants commonly found indoors include dieffenbachia, azalea, Calla lily, and 

philodendron. 

 Keep all medications, including any dog supplements, in a safe area the puppy cannot 

access. Do not leave vitamins or other pills out on the kitchen counter or table. A 

determined chewer can make short work of a plastic container. Puppies are surprisingly 

quick at pulling things off end tables or other low surfaces. 

 Put bathroom trash cans up high where your dog cannot get into them. Sanitary supplies 

and used razors are only two of the hazards here. 

 Full sinks, bathtubs, or toilets with open lids can be a drowning hazard. Avoid automatic 

toilet bowl cleaners if you cannot keep your puppy from drinking out of the toilet. 

 Keep cleaning supplies in high cupboards or use childproof latches to secure lower 

cupboards. Remove the puppy from the area when you are using liquid or spray cleaners. 

They can get into the eyes of a curious puppy, and the vapours can be harmful to lungs and 

eyes. 

 Be careful of your puppy around furniture. A rocking chair can harm a puppy's tail or leg, and 

a curious puppy may crawl under an open recliner or sofa bed. 

 Electrical cords are a big danger to puppies, who often chew on them while playing. This can 

cause burns in the mouth, electrical shock, or death by electrocution. Tie up loose electrical 

cords and keep them out of sight. Run cords through purchased spiral cable wrap, cord 

concealers, or even PVC pipe to keep them safe from your puppy. 

 Any type of fire can be dangerous. Screen off fireplaces and wood stoves. Never leave your 

puppy unattended in a room with an open flame or space heater. 

 Cords for drapery and blinds can cause strangulation. Either tie up the excess cords, or cut 

the loop in the cord. 

 Swallowed clothing may cause a dangerous intestinal blockage. Keep socks, nylons, 

underwear, and other clothing put away. Keep laundry baskets off the floor. 

 Keep small objects (coins, jewellery, needles and thread, straight pins, yarn, dental floss, 

rubber bands, paper clips, toys, etc.) out of your puppy's reach. Jewellery and coins are 

easily swallowed and can contain metals that are toxic. Keep costly items and those of 
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sentimental value put away until your puppy is older and less likely to chew. Provide an 

assortment of chew toys that are appropriate for your puppy's chewing instinct. 

 Keep fishing line, hooks, and lures stored out of reach. 

 Be careful about closing doors as you walk through - your puppy may be right behind you 

and get caught. 

 Keep doors and windows closed. Keep screens on windows and sliding glass doors securely 

fastened and in good repair, to keep your puppy from falling through or escaping. 

 Close off stairwells with a pet gate. 

 Many dogs will eat cat faeces from the litter box if given the chance. In addition to being a 

disgusting (at least to us!) habit, this can be a dangerous health hazard. Cat litter can cause 

an intestinal obstruction, and in addition, any intestinal worms the cat has may be passed on 

to the dog. One solution may be to put the litter box behind a pet gate, either in a separate 

room or in a closet with the gate across the doorway. The gate can be raised up from the 

floor to allow the cat to go under it, unless the dog is able to go under it also. If the cat 

cannot jump over the gate easily, a stool beside the gate can help. 

 Many human foods can cause problems for pets (Ed – see our next story).  

 Tobacco products, including nicotine gum and patches, contain substances that can be toxic 

or fatal to dogs. 

 Chicken bones, plastic food wrap, coffee grounds, meat trimmings, the string from a roast - 

all pose a potential hazard. Scraps from ham or other foods high in fat can cause vomiting 

and diarrhoea, or pancreatitis. To be safe, put food away immediately, dog-proof your 

garbage, and do not feed table scraps to your dog. Uncooked meat, fish, and poultry can 

contain disease-causing bacteria, such as E. coli, and parasites, such as Toxoplasma gondii. 

These uncooked foods should not be given to your dog. For your own health, as well as your 

pet's, wash utensils that have been in contact with raw meat, and cook meat thoroughly. 

Outdoor Hazards 

 Do not leave your puppy outside unsupervised. To prevent your puppy from wandering, you 

will need to either build an outdoor kennel or provide secure fencing that your puppy 

cannot jump over or dig under (Ed – or wriggle through – they're pretty small....). 

 Provide your puppy a separate area of your yard to use as his bathroom area. Use fencing, or 

other means, to keep him out of areas where children may play, especially sand boxes. 

 Some outdoor plants and trees can be toxic to dogs. Common ones include potato (all green 

parts), morning glory, foxglove, lily of the valley, and oak (buds and acorns). Many bulb 

plants, such as daffodils, are also poisonous. Cocoa bean mulch can be toxic to dogs. Some 

dogs chew and swallow landscaping stone, which can cause dangerous intestinal blockage. 

 Make sure all gasoline, oil, paint, lawn fertilizers, insecticides, and auto supplies are placed 

into secure containers, out of reach. Be especially careful with antifreeze and rat poison, 

both of which taste good to dogs and both of which can be deadly if ingested. 

 Pools, ponds, and hot tubs should be covered or fenced off. Drainpipes can also pose 

problems. 

 Fire rings, barbecues, and other heat or fire sources pose the potential of causing burns. 

 Keep all food and other garbage in securely closed containers. Used coffee grounds can 

contain harmful amounts of caffeine, and decomposing food may contain toxic moulds. 

Keep compost in a secure bin. 
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 Walk around your property and look for other areas or items that could be a hazard to your 

puppy, such as broken glass, exposed nails, or other sharp objects. Plan how you will restrict 

your puppy's access to these areas. 

Bringing home a new puppy is a time of fun and excitement. Following these tips and investing in a 

few key pet supplies will help you keep your new friend safe, so that the two of you can enjoy each 

other's company for years to come. 

Brent Goodman holds degrees in English from Ripon College, a Masters of Fine Arts from Purdue 

University, and has extensive experience in research communications and educational publishing 

across various fields of study. He is currently the Senior Copywriter at Drs. Foster & Smith pet 

supplies, the nation's leading online and catalog pet supplier. 

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Brent_Goodman 
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How Much Exercise Does Your Dog Need? 

By Lisa Nobles 

Making sure you give your dog adequate amounts of exercise is extremely important not only in 

preventing behaviour problems, but also for the overall health of your pet. It can help keep you both 

happy. But not all dogs need the same amount of exercise so how do you know what amount you 

need to spend exercising your dog? 

The primary consideration in determining the amount of exercise a dog needs depends on breed. 

Herders, hunters and working dogs need the most exercise of all the dog breeds. Ideally, these dog 

breeds need 30 minutes to one hour of daily exercise, whether it is a walk with its owner, playing 

outside with other dogs or running around and chasing squirrels. Misbehaving is much more likely to 

occur as well as health deterioration without this daily amount of exercise. Examples of these breeds 

are: Hounds, Beagles, Border Collies, Alaskan sled dogs, Australian and German Shepherds, Terriers 

(particular Jack Russell) and Shelties. 

A common misconception is that the smaller the dog the less exercise the dog needs. This is a 

misconception. It is all about breed. 

Mixed breed dogs makes it a little more difficult for the owner to know how much exercise is 

needed. The best way to gauge this is for the owner to observe the dog's behaviour. If the dog 

seems to enjoy lying in the sun all day then most likely he does not need a lot of exercise. On the 

other hand, if the dog is restless and wanders around the yard and house constantly, his needs will 

be better served with more exercise. 

Walking is one of the top modes of exercise. But it's not a lot of fun to walk a dog that "pulls" or who 

is not obedient to your commands. Clearly a dog who knows the proper way to walk on a leash will 

get more walks. Teaching this skill to your dog as a puppy is critical. However if this is not yet 

accomplished, there are ways to teach your adult dog to walk properly on a leash. 

The phrase "walking properly" refers to the dog obeying the commands the owner gives and not 

"pulling." For example if the owner says "stop" the dog knows and does stop. If the owner says "sit" 

the dog knows and does sit. If the owner says "heel" the dog knows and does heel. By teaching your 

dog these commands, both you and your pet will have much more frequent and enjoyable walks 

together. 

Walking your dog is a great way to bond with your dog and start dog obedience training. Dogs are 

'hard-wired' to do as you say; you just need to tap into this behaviour. Get free dog training tips 

from http://www.stopbaddogbehavior.com and learn how to transform your unmannered pooch 

today. 

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Lisa_Nobles 
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Food That Kills 

By: Ken Charles    

Some of the foods which you eat can make your dog seriously ill. 

Does your dog eat table scraps? Does he beg for food (successfully) while you're having a meal? Do 

you let your dog finish any food left after you've eaten your meal? 

Some of these foods can kill your dog! 

NOTE: You will see that many of these foods cause similar symptoms, so it can be difficult to identify 

which ingredient is the culprit, especially if you feed your dog assorted table scraps or servings of 

meals which you eat yourself. Many of these foods cause damage to the liver and kidneys and may 

also affect the heart. 

Chocolate: Most dogs love chocolate. It's so easy, when you're eating a chocolate bar, to give the 

dog a piece, just as a reward for being your friend. I'll bet the kids do the same. 

Chocolate contains caffeine and bromethalin, both of which are poisonous to your dog. Dark 

chocolate is more dangerous, because it is more concentrated. A dog can consume milk chocolate 

and appear to be fine because it is not as concentrated, but it is still dangerous. The darker and more 

concentrated the chocolate, the more dangerous it is. 

Symptoms of chocolate poisoning include difficulty in breathing, vomiting, arrhythmia, abdominal 

pain, diarrhoea, tremors, staggering, fever, increased heart rate, and can result in seizures, coma 

and death. 

Grapes and Raisins can cause acute renal failure in dogs. Just one serving of raisins can kill a dog. 

Symptoms to look out for are stomach pain, diarrhoea and a general tiredness and loss of energy. 

Mushrooms can be deadly. Never feed your dog pizza or any other food containing mushrooms or 

let your dog chew on mushrooms found in your yard. Mushrooms are potentially fatal and affect 

various organs, including the kidneys, stomach and liver, and can result in coma or death. 

Coffee, Cocoa and Tea and indeed, anything containing caffeine (like chocolate). Symptoms are 

similar to those for chocolate and include staggering, laboured breathing, vomiting, diarrhoea, 

abdominal pain, tremors, fever, heart rate increase, arrhythmia, seizures, coma and death 

Xylitol is an artificial sweetener - even a small amount can cause liver failure and death. Dr. Eric 

Dunayer, who specializes in toxicology at The Animal Poison Control Center of the American Society 

for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, said that dogs ingesting substantial amounts of items 

sweetened with xylitol could develop a sudden drop in blood sugar, resulting in depression, loss of 

co-ordination, and seizures. 

"These signs can develop quite rapidly, at times less than 30 minutes after ingestion of the product. 

Therefore, it is crucial that pet owners seek veterinary treatment immediately," Dr. Dunayer said. He 
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also said that there appears to be a strong link between xylitol ingestions and the development of 

liver failure in dogs. 

Pips and kernels of various fruits can contain cyanide! Whilst the fruit itself is perfectly good for 

dogs, care should be taken that they do not consume the pips and seeds. Pear pips, the kernels of 

plums, peaches and apricots, apple core pips all contain cyanogenic glycosides, which cause cyanide 

poisoning. 

Tomatoes can cause tremors and heart arrhythmia. Tomato plants are the most toxic, but tomatoes 

themselves are also unsafe. 

Onions and Garlic can be dangerous or even fatal, causing damage to red blood cells and to the liver 

and resulting in diarrhoea, vomiting and laboured breathing. Although garlic has the stronger taste 

and smell, onions are much more toxic but both are very dangerous. 

Pizzas can be potentially dangerous because most of them contain either onions, or tomatoes or 

mushrooms, or a combination of all three. 

Salt: The dangers of excessive salt in the diet of humans are well recognized and documented. Some 

dogs have a tiny body weight compared to humans and their heart and kidneys can be affected by 

comparatively small portions. 

Fat: In the same way that excessive salt is harmful to both dogs and humans, animal fat and fried 

foods are hazardous. Excessive fat can cause pancreatitis. 

Macadamia Nuts and Walnuts: Macadamia nuts can cause weakness, muscle tremor and paralysis. 

Limit all other nuts as they are not good for dogs in general, their high phosphorous content is said 

to possibly lead to bladder stones. 

Nutmeg can cause tremors, seizures and death 

Avocados: The fruit, pit and plant are all toxic. They can cause difficulty in breathing and fluid 

accumulation in the chest, abdomen and heart. 

 

Ken Charles is the webmaster at allabout-dogs.co.uk which covers all aspects of dog ownership, 

including Dog Foods, Dog Breeds, Dog Training and Dog Health. 

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Ken_Charles 
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The Weird & The Wonderful 

Tiger Attacks Stray Dog at Memphis Zoo 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — If there's one place to avoid while on the lam in a zoo it's the tiger pit. One stray 

dog learned that lesson the hard way and was recovering Wednesday from puncture wounds to its 

neck and shoulders. 

"This is one lucky animal," Memphis Zoo spokesman Brian Carter said of the dog. The 50-pound 

female retriever mix darted inside a service entrance to the zoo on Tuesday and led workers on a 

brief chase before it bolted over a 4-foot-high visitors railing and a retaining wall at the tiger exhibit. 

She swam across a 12-foot-wide moat to the interior of the exhibit and was quickly attacked by a 

225-pound female Sumatran tiger. The open exhibit's main walls are 18 feet high. 

"The exhibit is designed to keep the animals from getting out but not for keeping animals from 

getting in," zoo spokesman Brian Carter said. "You can jump off a cliff but you can't jump up a cliff." 

Zoo workers, who were close on the dog's trail, used fireworks and air horns to distract the two 

tigers in the exhibit and get them into their night enclosures behind the exhibit's viewing area. 

One tiger, born in captivity, had the dog in her grasp for several minutes, Carter said. 

"She didn't have the experience of live hunting, but she certainly had the instincts," he said. 

After emergency treatment by zoo veterinarians, the dog was taken to the Animal Emergency 

Medical Center in Memphis, where she was reported in good condition Wednesday. 

"She's resting comfortably," said clinic manager Clarita Atkinson. "She's fairly unscathed for the 

amount of damage that could have been done." The dog was wearing a collar that did not include an 

address, Carter said, and zoo officials were trying to find the animal's owner.  

 

Clever Golden Retriever, Toby, Performs Heimlich Manoeuvre On Choking Owner 

 by: Tom Attea  

A woman named Debbie Parkhurst was snacking on sliced apples when a bite got stuck in her throat. 

She tried a variety of urgent ways to get it out, such as beating herself on the chest.  

Debbie reports that the odd activity must ha ve clued in her unusually clever golden retriever, Toby, 

because, as she tells it, "The next thin g I know, Tobyôs up on his hind feet, and heôs got his front paws 

on my shoulders. He pushed me to the ground and, once I was on my back, he began jumping up a nd 

down on my chest."  

The slice of apple popped out and, knowing he had saved her life, Toby began to lick her face.  

"I literally have paw -shaped bruises on my chest," Debbie said. "Iôm still a little hoarse, but otherwise 

Iôm OK."  

She was taken to t he hospital, just in case, and, she reports, "The doctor said I probably wouldnôt be 

here without Toby."  
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So hereôs to Toby ï our clever monkey of the month, even if he accomplished his feat just because he 

likes to jump on his owner.  

About The Author  

Tom Attea, humorist and creator of http://NewsLaugh.com, has had six shows produced Off -Broadway. 

Critics have called his writing "delightfully funny," "witty," with "good, genuine laughs" and "great humor 

and ebullience ."  

 

 

Would You Kiss My Dog? 

 by: Chuck Lunsford   

 

You might think twice be fore allowing a dog to give you a big wet kiss if you know what I know. I also 

want to apologize in advance to all dog lovers. I remain an admirer of dogs, just from a distance where 

my face is out of reach of their over -exuberant tongues.  

As a child gro wing up in the boonies of Alabama we had a succession of dogs, some memorable and 

some I'd rather forget. One thing they all had in common is a trait all dogs everywhere participate in 

with gusto, one in which prevents me to this day from allowing a dog an ywhere near my mouth.  

Early on in life, while still blissfully unaware, I had no qualms in allowing the current family's dog the 

liberty of indulging itself in a round of good -natured face - licking. After all this is for most people one of 

the most endear ing aspect of canine ownership, letting the mutt shower them with doggie kisses for as 

long as the dog 's owner could stand it. The pooch thinks it is showing its owner the proper display of 

submissive behaviour  and affection and believe me when I tell you th at a dog will slobber all over you as 

long as you allow it.  

As I said before, my early years were spent in blissful unawareness of Fido's hygienic tendencies. 

Thinking about that very aspect of doggie behaviour  today brings back the gag reflex I experienc ed 

when I finally discovered, far too late unfortunately, how the mutt went about its daily ablutions.  

The dog we had at the time, if I recall, was a stray that sort of drifted in one day and decided to stay 

and see which way the wind blew. I saw him as companion for my many explorations back into the hills 

and ridges of the Appalachians. To give credit where credit is due I will say that dog was a champion 

walker. He would accompany me as long and as far as I asked him t o.  

Now to the gist of this stor y. I remember it was a scorching hot August day. One of those kind of days 

where the air was thick and hard to breath. Anyway I was lounging on the front porch, enjoying a cold 

drink, and not paying attention to anything in particular. A movement caught my  eye and I saw our dog 

coming down the road towards the house, returning from who knows what type of foray. About a block 

from the property I saw him stop suddenly and peer intently at something at his feet. Then he eased 

himself down onto the ground and s tarted rolling around on his back, legs flailing the air, tongue lolling 

out, and appearing to be in a state of puppy bliss. Needless to say this aroused my attention. I stood up 

and wandered over to see what had gotten the dog all excited. Was there such a thing as dognip?  

Arriving on the scene my eyes were met with the disgusting spectacle of the dog rolling in the partially 

decomposed remains of some poor creature that wasn't able to dodge fast enough. The way the dog was 

carrying on you would have tho ught he had discovered the next greatest scent guaranteed to sweep the 

lady dogs off their feet. He spent a good ten minutes covering every square inch of his body with the 

essence of the carcass. He even belly - crawled over it a few times just to make sure  no spot was missed.  

http://newslaugh.com/
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Once he completed this gruesome task he stood up, shook himself off, gave me a sideways glance, and 

headed for the porch. I stood there in shock for a second, barely able to believe what I had just 

witnessed. Finally gathering my wit s about me I decided it would be prudent to put as much distance 

between me and the dog as possible. My plan was to casually walk by him (holding my breath of 

course), enter the front door, and escape quietly out the back door and make for the hills as fas t as my 

legs would carry me for the remainder of the day. My reasoning was if I was several miles away I 

wouldn't have to put up with the smell and best of all one of the other kids would have to give the dog a 

bath once the rest of the family caught wind of it.  

Just about when I put my hand on the door handle to let myself in I noticed the dog engaged in yet 

another of the favourite  pastimes of dogs everywhere. He had commenced licking himself over every 

inch of his body that he could reach. My stomach st arted doing flip - flops because I knew where he had 

been less than a minute prior, but for some unknown reason I was transfixed. I could not walk away. 

Some morbid part of me wanted to see just how far and how long this dog would go with this spectacle.  

For a good half hour I bore witness as this dog slurped himself from stem to stern, spending an 

inordinate amount of time in the stern area if you get my meaning. With disgust and fascination I 

watched the whole gruesome process, sitting down at some point to see if it would help the nausea I felt 

coming on.  

Once his ablutions were over he licked his chops as if he had just finished a choice sirloin, set his sights 

on me, and before I could react, pounced towards me with a twinkle in his eye and a bounce i n his step. 

Upon later reflection I finally reasoned he wanted to thank me for "sharing" the experience by offering 

me some of that love and affection dogs are famous for.  

Instinct took over at that point and I engaged in a hasty retreat, crab -walking ba ckwards with the dog 

getting ever closer, intent on showering me with attention. I stumbled slightly and he saw this as his 

chance. He lunged at my face with his mouth open and his tongue ready to give me the love and 

affection he felt I deserved as his ma ster.  

Things moved pretty much in a blur at this point which is understandable considering the speed in which 

I moved. I vaguely remember attempting to pull my head down between my shoulders like a turtle to 

prevent direct contact while at the same time levitating myself to the porch railing, just barely escaping 

the dog and his cesspool of a mouth.  

Realizing he had missed his chance he looked a little contrite and hurt that I should deny him what he 

felt was his righteous duty. Between a fit of hyper -gagging and impaired vision brought on by the fumes 

wafting about the porch I managed to warn him off and escaped into the house.  

After awhile I calmed myself down and started thinking about my previous escape plan and the 

possibility of putting  it into action while I still could when I was overcome with a sudden sense of dread. 

I suddenly remembered that the previous day I had allowed this same dog, the very one who had just 

spent almost an hour in the most revolting display I had ever witnessed , kiss me square on the mouth.  

I won't  go into what happened next other than to say it took me about a week, three giant tubes of 

toothpaste, and a couple of king -sized bottles of Listerine before I got the taste out of my mouth.  

Think about it folks. Y ou might want to reconsider if PoochyPoo and his dog bad breath want to share 

with you where his tongue has been just before he came over to give you a smack on the lips.  
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